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??Criteria for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible
In nomination files, which are to follow a format to be indicated by the Committee, the submitting
States Parties will be requested to demonstrate that an element proposed for inscription on the
Representative List satisfies all of the following criteria: 
R.1. The element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention
for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
R.2. Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility, awareness of the significance
of the intangible cultural heritage and dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide
and testifying to human creativity.
R.3. Safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element. 
R.4. The element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the
community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and
informed consent. 
R.5. The element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the
territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies).
??Criteria for inscription on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
In nomination files, which are to follow a format to be indicated by the Committee, the submitting
State(s) Party(ies) or, in the case of extreme urgency, the nominator(s) will be requested to
demonstrate that an element proposed for inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List satisfies all
of the following criteria: 
11??????????????????????
U.1. The element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention
for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
U.2.   a) The element is in urgent need of safeguarding because its viability is at risk despite the
efforts of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals and State(s) Party(ies)
concerned. (or) 
b) The element is in extremely urgent need of safeguarding because it is facing grave threats
as a result of which it cannot be expected to survive without immediate safeguarding. 
U.3. Safeguarding measures are elaborated that may enable the community, group or, if
applicable, individuals concerned to continue the practice and transmission of the element. 
U.4. The element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the
community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and
informed consent. 
U.5. The element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the
territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies). 
U.6. In cases of extreme urgency, the State(s) Party(ies) concerned has (have) been consulted
regarding inscription of the element in conformity with Article 17.3 of the Convention.
???????????????????????????
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/doc/src/00192-EN-PDF.pdf ??
?????????????????
Opening of the session Adoption of the Agenda Adoption of the draft Summary Records of the
first extraordinary session of the Committee Amendment of the Rules of Procedure Admission
of observers 
Creation of an emblem of the Convention Draft Operational Directives for the inscription of
intangible cultural heritage on the lists of the Convention  Draft Operational Directives
concerning the criteria and modalities for the accreditation of non-governmental organizations
Participation of communities or their representatives, practitioners, experts, centres of
expertise and research institutes   Draft Guidelines for the use of the resources of the Intangible
Heritage Fund Draft Plan for the use of the resources of the Intangible Heritage Fund Draft
Operational Directives for international assistance Draft Operational Directives for
implementing Article 18 of the Convention Incorporation of the Masterpieces into the
Representative List
Date and venue of the next session of the Committee  Election of the Bureau of the third session
of the Committee Closing of the session (Oral report by the rapporteur Adoption of the List of
Decisions)
??????????
Operational directives for inscription on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of
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Urgent Safeguarding
The nomination process
1. Submitting States Parties are requested to use the specified nomination format for
proposals for inscriptions on the Urgent Safeguarding List and to involve the communities,
groups and, where applicable, individuals concerned in the preparation of their nominations.
2. States Parties are encouraged to jointly submit multi-national nominations when an element
is found on the territory of more than one State Party.
3. A State Party may withdraw a nomination it has submitted at any time prior to evaluation by
the Committee, without prejudice to its right to benefit from international assistance under
the Convention.
Examination of nominations
4. With a view to their evaluation by the Committee, nominations shall be examined by
preferably more than one advisory organization accredited in conformity with Article 9.1 of
the Convention, and/or by public or private bodies and/or private persons with recognized
competence in the field of intangible cultural heritage, in conformity with Article 8.4 of the
Convention. No nomination will be examined by (a) national(s) of the State(s) submitting the
nomination.
5. Each examination shall include assessment of the viability of the element and of the
sufficiency and feasibility of the safeguarding plan. It shall also include assessment of the
risk of its disappearing, due either to the lack of means for safeguarding and protecting it, or
to processes of globalization and social transformation.
6. The reports of these examinations shall include a recommendation to the Committee to
inscribe, or not to inscribe, the nominated element.
Evaluation and decision by the Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
7. The Secretariat will transmit to the Committee an overview of all nominations including
summaries, examination reports, and any reactions thereto by the States Parties concerned.
The nomination files and examination reports will also be made available to States Parties
for their consultation.
8. After evaluation, the Committee decides whether an element should or should not be
inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List.
Nominations to be processed on an extremely urgent basis
9. In case of extreme urgency, the Committee may invite submission of a nomination on an
accelerated schedule. The Committee, in consultation with the State(s) Party(ies) concerned,
shall evaluate the nomination as quickly as possible after its submission, in accordance with
a procedure to be established by the Committee on a case by case basis.
10. Cases of extreme urgency may be brought to the attention of the Committee by any State
13??????????????????????
Party, including the State(s) Party(ies) on whose territory the element is located, by the
community concerned or by an advisory organization.
Removal of elements from the Urgent Safeguarding List
11. An element shall be removed from the Urgent Safeguarding List by the Committee when it
determines, after assessment of the implementation of the safeguarding plan, that the
element no longer satisfies one or more criteria for inscription on that list.
Transfer from one List to the other
12. An element may not simultaneously be inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List and the
Representative List. A State Party may request that an element be transferred from one List
to the other. Such a request must demonstrate that the element satisfies all of the criteria
for the List to which transfer is requested, and shall be submitted according to the
established procedures and deadlines for nominations.
Updating and publication of the Urgent Safeguarding List
13. The nomination files and examination reports of elements inscribed on the List shall be
available for consultation at the Secretariat and, to the extent possible, made available on-
line for general access.
14. Upon request of the Committee, the Secretariat publishes the updated Urgent Safeguarding
List annually, primarily through the website of the Convention. A printed version will be
published every two years, on the occasion of the session of the General Assembly of the
States Parties.
Timetable - Overview of procedures
15
Phase 1: Preparation and submission
1 September Year 0 Deadline by which preparatory assistance may be requested from the
Committee.
31 March Year 1 Deadline by which nominations must be received by the Secretariat.
Nominations received after this date will be examined in the next cycle.
1 June Year 1 Deadline by which the Secretariat will have processed the nominations,
including registration and acknowledgement of receipt. If a nomination is found incomplete,
the State Party will be advised to complete the nomination. 
1 September Year 1 Deadline by which additional information required to complete the
nomination, if any, shall be submitted by the State Party to the Secretariat. Nominations that
remain incomplete may be completed for the following cycle.
Phase 2: Examination
September Year 1 Selection by the Committee of one or more advisory organizations,
research institutes and/or experts for examination of each nomination file.
14
October Year 1 - April Year 2 Examination.
31 March Year 2 Deadline by which States Parties will have submitted supplementary
information requested by the examiners for proper review of a nomination.
1 May Year 2 The Secretariat transmits to the nominating States Parties the relevant
examination reports.
1 August Year 2 The Secretariat transmits to Committee Members the examination reports.
The nomination files and examination reports shall also be available on-line for consultation
by States Parties.
Phase 3: Evaluation
September Year 2 The Committee evaluates nominations and makes its decisions.
??????????
Operational directives for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity
The nomination process
16. Submitting States Parties are requested to use the specified nomination format for
proposals for inscriptions on the Representative List and to involve the communities, groups
and, where applicable, individuals concerned in the preparation of their nominations.
17. States Parties are encouraged to jointly submit multi-national nominations when an element
is found on the territory of more than one State Party.
Examination of nominations
18. Examination of nominations shall be accomplished by a subsidiary body of the Committee
established in accordance with Rule 21 of its Rules of Procedure.
19. The examination made by the subsidiary body shall include assessment of the nomination’s
conformity with the inscription criteria.
20. The examination reports shall include a recommendation to the Committee to inscribe, or
not to inscribe, the nominated element.
21. A State Party may withdraw a nomination it has submitted at any time prior to evaluation by
the Committee.
Evaluation and decision by the Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage
22. The subsidiary body will provide to the Committee an overview of all nomination files and a
report of their examinations, which will also be made available by the Secretariat to States
Parties for their consultation.
23. After evaluation the Committee decides whether an element should or should not be
inscribed on the Representative List.
24. If the Committee decides that an element should not be inscribed on the Representative
15??????????????????????
List, the nomination may not be resubmitted to the Committee for inscription on this List,
before four years have passed.
Removal of items from the Representative List
25. An element shall be removed from the Representative List when the Committee determines
that it no longer satisfies one or more criteria for inscription on that list.
Transfer from one List to the other
26. An element may not simultaneously be inscribed on the Representative List and the Urgent
Safeguarding List. A State Party may request that an element be transferred from one List
to the other. Such a request must demonstrate that the element satisfies all of the criteria
for the List to which transfer is requested, and shall be submitted according to the
established procedures and deadlines for nominations.
Updating and publication of the Representative List
27. The nomination files and examination reports of elements inscribed on the List shall be
available for consultation at the Secretariat and, to the extent possible, made available on-
line for general access.
28. Upon request of the Committee, the Secretariat publishes the updated Representative List
annually, primarily through the website of the Convention. A printed version will be
published every two years, on the occasion of the session of the General Assembly of the
States Parties.
Timetable - Overview of procedures
29.
Phase 1: Preparation and submission
31 August Year 1 Deadline by which nominations must be received by the Secretariat.
Nominations received after this date will be examined in the next cycle.
1 November Year 1 Deadline by which the Secretariat will have processed the nominations,
including registration and acknowledgement of receipt. If a nomination is found incomplete,
the State Party will be advised to complete the nomination.
15 January Year 2 Deadline by which additional information required to complete the
nomination, if any, shall be submitted by the State Party to the Secretariat. Nominations that
remain incomplete may be completed for the following cycle.
Phase 2: Examination
May Year 2 Examination by the subsidiary body.
1 July Year 2 The Secretariat transmits to the nominating States Parties the examination
reports by the subsidiary body.
1 August Year 2 The Secretariat transmits to Committee Members the examination reports.
The nomination files and the examination reports shall also be available on-line for
16
consultation by States Parties.
Phase 3: Evaluation
September Year 2 The Committee evaluates the nominations for inscription and makes its
decisions.
??????????????????????????
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/doc/src/00318-EN-WORD.doc ??????
??http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/doc/src/00289-EN-WORD.doc
10??????????????
Operational Directives concerning the participation of communities, groups and, where
applicable, individuals, as well as experts, centres of expertise and research institutes in the
implementation of the Convention
Considering that intangible cultural heritage bears witness to the cultural diversity of humanity
and is interlinked with biological diversity and is therefore expressed by a multitude of multiform
creations accumulated through history and human cultures, and that it is appropriate to highlight
their characteristics, uniqueness and differences; 
Considering that at the core of the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage are the
communities, groups and individuals that create, maintain and transmit it and are therefore of
prime concern for the Convention; 
Considering that knowledge relating to expressions, practices and manifestations of the intangible
cultural heritage is indispensable to their comprehension, intelligibility and empathy by the larger
public, and that study and scientific research constitute an appropriate strategy permitting the
conception of safeguarding programmes; 
Considering that knowledge, sharing and dissemination of the intangible cultural heritage
encourage cultural exchange and understanding between peoples and that, therefore, the full
expression of that heritage constitutes an asset for harmony and peace among human beings;
Taking into account that the present Operational Directives are an important step forward in the
reflection process;
1. Recalling Article 11 (b) and in the spirit of Article 15 of the Convention, the Committee
encourages States Parties to establish functional and complementary cooperation among
communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals who create, maintain and transmit
intangible cultural heritage, as well as among experts, centres of expertise and research
institutes.
2. States Parties are encouraged to create a consultative body or a coordination mechanism to
facilitate the participation of communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals, as well as
experts, centres of expertise and research institutes, in particular in:
?the identification and definition of the different elements of the intangible cultural heritage
17??????????????????????
present on their territories;
?the preparation of inventories;
?the process of elaboration and implementation of programmes, projects and activities;
?the preparation of nomination files for inscription on the Lists, in conformity with the
relevant paragraphs of Chapter 1 of the present Operational Directives;
?the removal of an element of intangible cultural heritage from one List or its transfer to the
other, as referred to in paragraphs 20, 21, 35 and 36 of the present Operational Directives.
3. States Parties shall take necessary measures to sensitize communities, groups and, where
applicable, individuals to the importance and value of their intangible cultural heritage, as well
as of the Convention, so that the bearers of this heritage may fully benefit from this standard-
setting instrument. 
4. In conformity with the provisions of Articles 11 to 15 of the Convention, States Parties shall
take appropriate measures to ensure capacity building of communities, groups and, where
applicable, individuals.
5. Within the limit of available resources, the Committee may invite communities, groups and,
where applicable, individuals, as well as experts, centres of expertise and research institutes,
to participate in its meetings in order to sustain an interactive dialogue and consult them on
specific matters, in conformity with Article 8.4 of the Convention.
6. States Parties are encouraged to establish and regularly update, in a manner geared to their
own situations, a directory of experts, centres of expertise, research institutes and regional
centres active in the domains covered by the Convention that could undertake the studies
mentioned in Article 13 (c) of the Convention.
7. States Parties are encouraged to develop together, at the subregional and regional levels,
networks of communities, experts, centres of expertise and research institutes to develop joint
approaches, particularly concerning the elements of intangible cultural heritage they have in
common, as well as interdisciplinary perspectives.
8. Among the private and public bodies mentioned in paragraph 13 of the present Operational
Directives, the Committee shall involve experts, centres of expertise and research institutes,
as well as regional centres active in the domains covered by the Convention, to carry out, inter
alia, the functions mentioned in paragraph 79 of the present Directives.
9. States Parties that possess documentation concerning an element of intangible cultural
heritage present on the territory of another State Party are encouraged to share such
documentation with that other State, which shall make that information available to the
communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals concerned, as well as to experts,
centres of expertise and research institutes.
10. States Parties shall endeavour to facilitate access by communities, groups and, where
18
applicable, individuals to results of research carried out among them, as well as promote
respect for practices governing access to specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage in
conformity with Article 13 (d) of the Convention.
11. States Parties are encouraged to participate in activities pertaining to regional cooperation
including those of Category 2 centres for intangible cultural heritage that are or will be
established under the auspices of UNESCO, to be able to cooperate in the most efficient
manner possible, in the spirit of Article 19 of the Convention, and with the participation of
communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals as well as experts, centres of expertise
and research institutes.
11??????????????????http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/doc/src/00318-EN-
WORD.doc 21?43?????
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The movement toward the formation of an international framework for the protection of
intangible cultural heritage appears to have developed rapidly since the start of this century.
Significant among this movement are the execution of the UNESCO program for the
“Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity” and the adoption and
effectuation of the “Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage” that
advanced along with it. Thus, it may be said that the first step toward the formation of a
fundamental international framework for the protection of intangible cultural heritage was
started, some 30 years after the adoption of the World Heritage Convention targeted at tangible
cultural heritage. However, even though the Convention has been adopted, much remains
unknown with regard to concrete ways for its application. In fact, presently discussions are being
held as to the actual action plans based on the principles set forth in the Convention.
In this paper, the author reports some important sessions of the Intergovernmental
Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in this year, and attempts to
analyze the issues that are anticipated to arise in the process of such discussions.
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